
Before Coming To Church. 
 
As you are  aware over the past five months or so I, together with the Bishop’s Committee have been 
developing protocols that would allow us to open the church to a greater extent so that we can meet 
once again for Eucharist. 
In all our decisions we have been working closely with the diocese to ensure that we are fully compliant 
with the directives of our Governor  
We had planned to open last Sunday but after concerns raised by one of our congregants I, together 
with the Bishop’s Warden, deferred any decision until the Bishop’s Committee could have further 
discussion of the concerns raised.   
Resulting from the Bishop’s Committee meeting the following decision has been made. 

- Tentatively we hope to celebrate Eucharist on the first Sunday of September. 
- A final decision will be announced based upon Covid infection rates closer to that date. 
- The service will take place outdoors as opposed to the original plan of indoors. 
- Numbers will be limited. If the numbers are superseded you may be asked to return home and 

watch on live stream. 
- Please be aware of the Governor’s directives and Health Guidance before making a decision to 

attend. 
- The Governor’s office has made it clear that those with pre-existing conditions or over the age 

of 60 should not expose themselves to risk of infection. 
- The Governor’s directives are not a prohibition but SHOULD be considered very seriously 

Should you choose to attend church please be aware of the following: 
A) If you have any symptoms, cough, runny nose, temperature, feeling unwell you will be 

requested to return home and view Eucharist on live stream  
B) When you arrive you will be asked to remain in your vehicle until an usher directs you to a 

seating area outside. 
C) If possible, please bring your own seat, prayer book and hymnal. If you don’t have your own 

seat one will be provided.  If you need prayer book or hymnal we would ask that you take 
them home with you following the service and use them for subsequent services. 

D) Social distancing will be strictly respected by household 
E) At communion please wait to be directed by the usher. 
F) Whereas we may have music and a cantor there can be no congregational singing. 
G) Masks must be worn at all times 
H) Please utilize access to hand sanitizer. 
I) There will be no physical contact at any time. 
J) The sign of peace can be communicated by a bow or hand wave. 
K) Following the service there will be no gathering in or around the place of celebration.  It is 

important that access and exit routes are clear to minimize risk. 
L) There will be no social activity in the hall or other church facilities prior to of following the 

service. 
M) If you need to use a restroom please use only the designated restroom.  If uncertain ask the 

usher. 
 
If and when we return to the church building please be aware that on arrival you will need to keep social 
distance and wait to be seated. 
 



Please be aware that we have done everything we can to minimize risk, however, this virus is highly 
contagious and poses significant risk.  It is impossible for all risk to be removed so please prayerfully 
consider your decision on whether or not to attend services in person. 
 
I realize that all these restrictions are uncomfortable and inhibiting.  It seems we are all being called to 
make sacrifices.  I encourage you to offer your sufferings to the Lord for the sake of others.  Let us bare 
with one another in charity at this time. Your safety and that of our community at large is our primary 
concern and responsibility. 
 
God bless you all, 
 
Stephen+ 


